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GOLD CURES IN INEBRIETY.

Any remedy introduced, surrounded by mystery and
sustained by falsehood and deception, is unworthy of
notice. Yet a number of physicians have expressed
confidence in the value of gold as a remedy, both in'
inebriety and allied brain affections. This theory has
been recognized by reputable druggists, who have
prepared several preparations of gold for administra-
tion chiefly by the needle. The empiric prepara-
tions called “gold cures” whenever analyzed are found
to contain no gold whatever. The assertion that no
chemist can ever make an analysis of such prepara-
tions is absurd. As a medicine gold has been rarely
used by the regular profession. In the first century
of the Christian era Pliny mentions it only to doubt
its value unless taken with large quantities of drink,
which destroys its potency for evil. The Arabian
physicians for hundreds of years mentioned gold as
an’ elixir of life, believing it of value in renewing
youth and prolonging life. This doubtful theory con-
tinued and appeared in old works of chemistry down
tothe last century. No one made a test of it, but
simply repeated it in terms of vague doubt. The
alchemist charlatans have always been defenders of
gold as a remedy. It is a curious repetition of mod-
ern experience that at least three much vaunted reme-
dies contained no gold at all. In 1540 Gallus, a phy-
sician of Paris, claimed to have a gold cure for syph-
ilis and gave the formula an impossible combination.
GHaser, a Liondon doctor in 1663, claimed to have a
diaphoretic powder of gold for intermittent fever.
This was equally fraudulent and no gold was found in
the preparation, although it was used for many years
with great popularity. From 1725 to 1780, Lamotte’s
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gold drop was famous throughout Europe and was
called a tincture of gold, but contained no gold.
Neuman wrote nearly two hundred years ago: “GOl,d
has been held to be possessed of extraordinary medi-
cinal virtues, and many preparations dignified with
the name of this precious metal have been imposed on
the public, but the virtues ascribed to gold have ap-
parently no other foundation, than credulity and
superstition and most of the golden remedies have no
gold in them.” Even when gold has been employed in
their preparation none of it is retained in the product.
, old 18 non-assimilable, and its modern use is con-
finded to quacks who trade on the name. The mod-
ern craze for gold as a remedy is simply a repetition
of charlatans’ schemes of ihe past centuries, who
sought to meet and supply the demand for elixirs o

life, renewing youth and postponing old age. Croll,
a German physician in the sixteenth century, men-
tions over a hundred different preparations of gold;
each if made by the formula would be absolutely free
from gold. This was illustrated in the modern gold
cures, which from their names were found to be
chemic mpossibilities. Their value in inebriety
depends on credulity. A yellow mixture of some vege-
table extracts injected in the arm, followed by gen-
eral ?elaxz}tlon and diaphoresis go profoundly impressed
the inebriate chemist that he hag ignored all teach-
Ing and experience for the belief that the hidden vir-
tues of this drug have been discovered and will revo-

lutionize pharmacy in the future. T have tried three
of the know

KNOWN preparationg of gold made by reputable
authorities, on cages of inebriety, with no results what-
ever. When strychnin, cinchona and other remedies
Were given, associated with gold, the effects were
marked. The same results followed when gold was
not used. Infusion of cinchona in large doses at fre-
T ted in rapid subsidence of the

rink craze and a distaste for both the flavor and
effect of spirits.  Tnjections of gold were not noticea-
ble for any effects on the taste or desire for spirits.

b

By impressing {he mind of the patient Wlthtpgplfoutll]l%
conviction of the value of the drug, and (he E11)1 : fsing
expected results which would follow, an }7 some
colored water the exact effects would app eta - ma;]erially
cases this impression is so powerful as Ob used, it
change the disease. Supposing gold toth'i drug,‘of
must be combined or given with some od % ek e
pronounced effect on the body, or preceded by reé?ults.
ancy and credulity, to be followed with any of the
This would be the same in any other lclhseggg alone
ody; to specialize any Bﬂ"e_cts from -t fh a%cohol-
would be impossible. Inebriety is more aﬁ sire for
ism; it includes disorders of which thebl eis some
spirits is only a symptom. The real trou (?l e
central disease of the brain so complex ali( it speci-
that no drug or therapeutic agent can reactz lrariety of
fically. For a quarter of a century a greflth\ the same
remedies have been used in inebriety, Wi h an un-
results as in all other empiric efforts to reac s largely
known disorder by remedies whose action wasome in-
unknown. Some drugs like strychnia havt?ut bayonid
1uenoe in checking the drink gymptom,
that nothing is known. - its
Gold, Wh%se offects are unknown and <3Leortl It)?)s;i-
defenders are surrounded by mystery, can known dis-
bly be of any service in checking an un il
order, Its use must be empiric ﬂ.nd lrmuonﬁ]e mind.
éxcept as a mental remedy to mﬂue?cedoubtful if
xperience indicates that it is extreme yrosis of the
any remedy exists for this obscure neu res are val-
brain.  Combinationsof therapeutic lneasuse~ but no
uable and their action marked in : mm-‘yﬂ(i:leng,e. The
single drug can have any cumfﬂve1 o ame as using
checking of the drink symptom is the fguence . On
opium for pain, leaving the cause ulnu&rug can have
general principles, gold or any single briety and all
no specific influence in cases e e mbination 0
Specifics—either single remedies or €0 Tnebriety is
remedies—are fraudulent and eml')li%.oncealed plans
not reached by drugs alone or special, c
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of treatment. It isa neurosis to be treated as other
affections of the brain and nervous system. Rven un-
der the most skillful care, with the best appliances
knowp to_ science, it is often incurable and only tem-
porarily influenced by therapeutic measures. The
degenerations which precede and follow the use of
alcohol are organic changes of cell and nerve tissue,
and restoration is problematic, depending on causes
and conditions largely unknown, therefore, the dis-
covery of a remedy to check decay is impossible with
our present knowledge of medicine. It will require
a century of study and experiment before we can speak
pomtlvely' and authoritatively on the pathology and
therapeutics of inebriety. Yet a number of men are
confident that drugs are found—or will be soon—to
cure and restore the inebriate to health again. This
expectation is met in the gold cures, where color and
price are accepted as evidence. This, with the hys-
terical assertions of cure and statements of health,
reiterated with great positiveness, becomes a mental
forll'taglon difficult to resist by unstable defective alco-
riotlc'S‘ b'lj-he acceptance of this testimony by persons
f)' ine 171ates 18 1gnorant credulity difficult to ex-
plain.  Why gold should have any influence in these
c?fmlzlex d}'ug neuroses, and not in the more common
%eec loﬁns & mystery; why the use of gold should
; confined to irregular and doubtfyl practitioners is
also a mystery. Why should gold be wanting in the
preparatl'ons_sald ’_co contain it? Even when present,
its combination with powerful drugs makes it diffi-
cult to know the value of any one of them, unless the
physmloglp effects of that drug appear ’
A physician who reported ten cases of inebriety
gured from the use of gold used barks and strychnia
refly atfthe? same time, and yet seemed to think the
ac 1((1)n of gold Wwas prominent. Another physician
use c]coéored water injection as gold and impressed the
mm1 of the patient with the certain effects which
would follow. The drink crage subsided and the pa-
tient recovered. In many cases under my care, who
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have been cured in the gold-cure asylums at different

-times, there is concealed periodicity. The drink

symptom is limited, and disappears naturally both
with and without drugs. Such cases always make
rapid recovery from the use of any drugs, and assert
their final cure most positively. They pose as exam-
ples and illustrations of the effect of remedies, and the
medical man becomes bewildered with the faith of a
new discovery of some new effects of drugs. If it is
gold or any unusual medicine, he is more convinced.
These cases continue cured for irregular intervals,
then relapse again and after a drink paroxysm of un-
certain duration recover. The first subsidence of the
drink storm makes them willing to be treated medi-
cally. Or when forcibly taken away and put under
treatment they suddenly acquiesce, and after the first
few days recover, no matter what is given. This is
popularly called the sobering-off process, and in all
the quack asylums is limited to four weeks. It is not
scientific treatment, but a mere preliminary to the full
restoration, which only comes from months and years
of medical care. The use of gold in this period would
not be a final test, and its virtues could not be known
from its supposed effects at this time. There is no
gold cure for inebriety. There are no facts to show
that gold has any value inthis disease. All the asser-
tions and statements concerning gold as a remedy are
delusions, and will not bear the test of critical exam-
ination,
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